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great, one of " life's ironies," the everlasting refutation of the optimistic 
notion that when there is a crisis fate produces a man big enough to 
meet it (p. 26). 

It is safe to predict that the history textbooks of two hundred 
years hence in their brief summaries estimating the character and 
work of these two presidents will be influenced by what this author 
has said of them. And greater praise than this can be given to no 
man who essays to pass final judgment on his contemporaries. 

B. B. Kendrick. 

The Memoirs of Count Witte. Translated from the original 
Russian manuscript and edited by Abraham Yarmolinsky. 
Garden City, N. Y., Doubleday, Page and Company, 1921. — xiii, 
445 pp. 

Count Witte's Memoirs come to remind a world very much con- 
cerned with the Soviet regime that Russia's problems and difficulties 
antedate the revolution of 1917. Indeed the extraordinary events 
of recent years cannot be explained without reference to Witte's 
economic policy, which, by its rapid introduction of the modern in- 
dustrial system, paved the way for the Social Democrats and the 
Bolshevist wing. His book is, therefore, of great interest, not so 
much perhaps for the new information which it contains as for the 
revelation of his own mentality and the methods of the Russian 
bureaucracy. Quite unconsciously, for he completed his narrative in 
1912 and died in 1915, Witte has provided the piece justificative for 
the sentence ultimately pronounced upon the Romanoffs, for he has 
shown, to the satisfaction of the veriest radical, how hopeless it was 
to expect any genuine or sincere reforms from Nicholas II. 

It may be doubted whether Witte has enhanced his reputation by 
his book, although he wrote it abroad beyond the reach of the Rus- 
sian police. Of his own career and achievements he is justly proud. 
He was not a bureaucrat who made his way through the usual chan- 
nels, but a successful railway official who attracted the attention of 
Alexander III (who is his hero) and was made first minister of 
ways of communication, later minister of finances. In the latter 
capacity he was from 1892 to 1903 the outstanding statesman in 
Russia, extending his activity far beyond the usual limits of the 
office, yet managing to retain it in spite of the endless intrigues of 
his associates, the " profound distaste " of the Emperor, and the 
" particular enmity " of the Empress. He liquidated the Japanese 
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war, was made a Count, inaugurated the constitutional system, and 
became the first prime minister. Assuredly no mean record, the 
product of untiring energy and sheer will-power. Yet he does not 
arouse our sympathy. His consciousness of infallibility, the reiter- 
ated contempt for associates whom he describes as " bureaucratic 
nonentities " and " self-seeking office-hunters ", the parading of his 
own disinterested service, the professions of loyalty and devotion to 
an Emperor who disliked him and whom he could not respect, may 
be only the natural resentment of a disappointed ambition, but they 
suggest that if he could have shown toward his colleagues some of 
the generous recognition accorded to himself in Isvolsky's Memoirs. 
his political course might have been smoother sailing. As a matter 
of fact, he was as keen for power as those whom he castigates. 
Again and again he records his disapproval of the Emperor's policy 
or conduct, but he made no serious effort to resign ; he does seek to 
imply that his two retirements were voluntary, but when it suits his 
argument, he speaks of his "dismissal" from the ministry of finances 
and of being " forced out " of the premiership. In other words, 
politics was a game which Witte played like other ministers, and in 
the end he went over frankly to the reactionaries in the hope of re- 
gaining the Emperor's favor. 

Though he calls himself " a man of culture " who stood above 
parties, he was singularly lacking in broad views and general ideas. 
Railways, finance, industrial problems, he understood and handled 
successfully; that he ever worked out a theory of politics does not 
appear from his book. He did perceive the folly and the futility of 
Russification, he claims to have been opposed to the laws against the 
Jews, but it seemingly never occurred to him that the Russian politi- 
cal machine needed a complete overhauling. So when the crisis of 
1905 came, although he advised the concessions embodied in the 
October Manifesto, he would have preferred a military dictatorship, 
and in the Fundamental Laws he endeavored to preserve the essen- 
tial powers of the autocracy. His tirade against the tyranny and 
terrorism of Stolypin's rule is hardly convincing if one has read the 
eulogy of that statesman written by the liberal-minded Isvolsky or 
remembers the excesses attributed to Durnovo, the minister of the 
interior in Witte's cabinet. 

Witte's political sagacity can be measured by his foreign policy- 
He is at some pains to show that he was opposed to an aggressive 
action in the Far East, arguing that the Manchurian railway con- 
cession which he obtained from Li Hung Chang would have secured 
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for Russia a dominating influence in Chinese affairs: he failed to 
see that even this mild measure of imperialism would have alarmed 
the Japanese, whom he refused to take seriously until they had 
broken the Russian military power. In European politics, he always 
advocated a Russo- Franco- German combination, which, whatever its 
merits, was never within the bounds of the practical; on the other 
hand, he resented the Anglo-Russian agreement because it rendered 
impossible " the natural absorption of North Persia in the Russian 
Empire ". He claims to have brought the Algeciras Conference to a 
satisfactory conclusion. The French Government would not sanc- 
tion a Russian loan until the Moroccan controversy was settled, and 
Witte represented to Germany that " only the carrying out of those 
[financial] operations will enable the Imperial Russian Government 
to take the necessary measures for the final suppression of the revo- 
lutionary movement, which has already shown signs of spreading to 
the neighboring monarchistic countries " ; shortly afterwards the 
German Government yielded, although it continued to try to block 
the loan. 

There is no space to enumerate the various criticisms of Nicholas 
II ; but when all allowance is made for Witte's personal feelings, his 
judgment will not be questioned that a ruler who was at once " in- 
capable of playing fair " and " the plaything of all manner of evil 
influences ", was " not born for the momentous historical role which 
fate has thrust upon him ". His irresolution, his arbitrary methods, 
his suspiciousness, would have prevented any minister, however de- 
voted, from saving the throne and the ship of state. In any case, 
Witte was not such a minister. He was a big man, and a better man 
than most of his contemporaries, but he was not a genius, only an 
opportunist of great ability. 



Bernadotte E. Schmitt. 



Western Reserve University. 



Cardinal Mercier's Ovm Story. By His Eminence, D. J. 
Cardinal Mercier. New York, George H. Doran Company, 
1920. — xviii, 441 pp. 

It is not often that a dossier takes on the sustained interest, or 
the rounded dignity, of a book; yet that is what has happened to 
Cardinal Mercier's Own Story in the translated form in which its 
American publishers have given it to us. From first to last one feels 
that it is a great personality who is speaking to us in and through 
the official characters that come and go throughout the long corres- 



